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Initially, Applicant reiterates that Kancler discloses improving the quality of an image by 
dithering a sensing apparatus used to generate that image. Dithering, in Kancler, refers to 
moving a sensor in the apparatus slightly between readings, and averaging the results to 
determine the actual value. It does not relate to points in a volumetric region. Montag, which 
was cited for its alleged disclosure of using a dither pattern comprised of points in a volumetric 
region, notes that dither patterns, apparently in the visual imaging sense, are used in displaying 
images representing three-dimensional weather data. Montag, however, does not explain how 
this is done (see, e.g., column 5, lines 23-24 and 54-60; column 8, lines 18-20). Thus, Montag 
does not disclose or suggest determining a three-dimensional dither pattern based on a 
characteristic. Accordingly, Montag and Kancler do not render claim 1 obvious. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, and solely to advance prosecution of the application, 
Applicant has amended the claims to differentiate them even further from Kancler and Montag. 
In particular, Applicant has specified that the dithered version of the three-dimensional model 
comprises plural three-dimensional dither patterns, each of which corresponds to a non- 
overlapping region of the three-dimensional model. In this regard, Kancler describes dithering a 
sensing apparatus around areas of an image so that different sensors pass over same areas of the 
image. Kancler' s dither patterns are thus specifically designed to overlap the same regions of an 
image (see, e.g., column 4, lines 55 and 56 of Kancler, column 7, lines 35 et seq. of Kancler, and 
Fig. 4 of Kancler). By contrast, the dither patterns of claim 1 do not overlap the same regions of 
an image, thus making claim 1 considerably different from Kancler. 



